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We are a grassroots financial 
movement that shares money 

wisdom in a social and inclusive setting,  
to empower us as 

individuals and strengthen 
our communities. 
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The Time is W.O.W. 
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According to a 2018 survey, 58% of Americans have less 

than $1,000 in emergency savings; 20% don’t even have a 

savings account.  

That means no money to cover a medical crisis, car repair or 

unanticipated household expense  

According to the US Survey of Consumer Finances, median 

US household net worth in 2016 was less than $100,000—

about two years of retirement spending—and half was tied 

up in homes 

Student loan debt has escalated, leaving young people 

unable to plan for a secure future 
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https://www.fool.com/retirement/2018/10/18/you-wont-believe-how-many-americans-have-less-than.aspx
https://www.federalreserve.gov/econres/scfindex.htm


The Time is W.O.W., continued 
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Two-thirds of Americans cannot pass a basic test of financial 

literacy 

Personal finance is rarely taught in school, yet choosing and 

paying for college is one of the biggest decisions we make 

Personal finance has grown increasingly complex—and more 

of it falls on individuals who are ill prepared 

Social Security, municipal and corporate pensions are under-

funded; most Americans don’t have or contribute to a 401k  

Financial intermediaries have developed a well-deserved 

reputation for predatory business practices 
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https://fortune.com/2016/07/12/financial-literacy/
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/03/12/how-many-americans-dont-have-access-to-a-401k.html
https://www.cnbc.com/2018/03/12/how-many-americans-dont-have-access-to-a-401k.html


Who We Are 
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Wealth of Wisdom is a NH 501c3 non-profit corporation, 

founded in 2016.  It is served by its Board of Directors, 

comprised of local leaders from an array of industries 

W.O.W. maintains no ties with financial or other firms 

seeking to profit from our educational mission 

9 workshop series have been offered to date, with 60+ 

participants 
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Who We Are, Continued 
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Karen Parker Feld started W.O.W. in 2016 

She is founder and chief executive of Paladin Advisors, a privately-held 

investment firm based in Kensington NH 

Her prior investment experience includes work for the Harvard 

University endowment, Wellington Management, and Chase Manhattan 

Bank.  She has served on several non-profit boards and investment 

committees 

She is a Berwick Academy Trustee, a Big Sister with Big Brothers/Big 

Sisters and a parent of two teenagers 

She holds an A.B. from Princeton University, a PhD Stanford University, 

and was a visiting lecturer at Princeton 



W.O.W. Is Caring 
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Wealth of Wisdom was launched as an antidote to the widespread 

financial anxiety that exists in our society 

Despite the array of information and tools out there, many people feel 

uncertain and overwhelmed when it comes to planning for their future—

and doubtful about whom they can trust 

W.O.W. gathers like-minded people together in small groups to share 

financial insights, tools, and inspiration 

W.O.W. alleviates the stigma that can be associated with financial 

challenges 

W.O.W. is a comfortable, fun and enjoyable learning experience, offering 

practical advice and unbiased information 

© 2016 Wealth of Wisdom | www.wealthofwisdom.org 



10/3/2019 8 

W.O.W. is Sharing 
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W.O.W. is Having Fun With Figures! 

10/3/2019 9 © 2016 Wealth of Wisdom | www.wealthofwisdom.org 



W.O.W. is Real 
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W.O.W. is Secure & Private 
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W.O.W. is Diverse & Interesting 
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W.O.W. is Online and available 
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Investing Basics 
 
• Investment Attitudes Quiz 
 
Workshop Homework 
 
• Build Your Own Portfolio 
 
 
 
 
 

https://wealthofwisdom.org/group-tools/investment-attitudes-quiz/
https://wealthofwisdom.org/group-tools/investment-attitudes-quiz/
https://wealthofwisdom.org/group-tools/build-portfolio-upload/
https://wealthofwisdom.org/group-tools/build-portfolio-upload/


W.O.W.!  
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“I wish someone had explained this stuff to me  
when I was in my 20s!” 
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W.O.W. Workshops 
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Curriculum Summary:  5 Workshops, 2 hours each: 

Embracing Financial Empowerment 

Aligning Your Spending with Your Values 

Developing Your Productive Assets 

Mastering Your Debt 

Investing Basics 
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W.O.W. Proposes to Teach the teachers  
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Phase I 

Offer W.O.W. workshops to select groups of H.S. teachers 

Based on established W.O.W. curriculum 

In-person, small-group discussions using interactive tools 

Privacy assured to facilitate dialogue  

Deployed successfully with teachers at Berwick Academy 

Professional & personal development opportunity 
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Teachers teach the Students 
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Phase II 

Year-long collaboration between W.O.W. and designated 
teacher-leaders to develop Dover high school offering 

Review National Standards for Financial Literacy 

Survey best practices in established programs for teens 

Tailor W.O.W. curriculum to high school students, or 

adapt/adopt tools used by other successful programs 

Develop plan to integrate into existing curriculum, or offer 

as an additional/supplemental course (after-school?) 
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https://www.councilforeconed.org/resource/national-standards-for-financial-literacy/


Evaluate, Improve, Expand the Model 
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Phase III 

Run curriculum offering in a pilot program at one school 

Adapt as needed to maximize effectiveness 

Gather data on student comprehension, parental feedback 

Identify other pilot schools to expand model 
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Resources for Parents 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/31/your-money/teenager-financial-preparation.html 
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https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/31/your-money/teenager-financial-preparation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/31/your-money/teenager-financial-preparation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/31/your-money/teenager-financial-preparation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/31/your-money/teenager-financial-preparation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/31/your-money/teenager-financial-preparation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/31/your-money/teenager-financial-preparation.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/05/31/your-money/teenager-financial-preparation.html


Resources for teachers 
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http://www.nea.org/tools/les
sons/resources-for-teaching-
financial-literacy.html 
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http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/resources-for-teaching-financial-literacy.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/resources-for-teaching-financial-literacy.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/resources-for-teaching-financial-literacy.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/resources-for-teaching-financial-literacy.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/resources-for-teaching-financial-literacy.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/resources-for-teaching-financial-literacy.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/resources-for-teaching-financial-literacy.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/resources-for-teaching-financial-literacy.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/resources-for-teaching-financial-literacy.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/resources-for-teaching-financial-literacy.html


Resources for teachers 
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https://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/teach/lesson_plans 
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https://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/teach/lesson_plans


Resources for Teachers 
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https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-curriculum-for-high-school-students/ 
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https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-curriculum-for-high-school-students/
https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-curriculum-for-high-school-students/
https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-curriculum-for-high-school-students/
https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-curriculum-for-high-school-students/
https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-curriculum-for-high-school-students/
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https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-curriculum-for-high-school-students/
https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-curriculum-for-high-school-students/
https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-curriculum-for-high-school-students/
https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-curriculum-for-high-school-students/
https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-curriculum-for-high-school-students/
https://www.financialeducatorscouncil.org/financial-literacy-curriculum-for-high-school-students/
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The Ten Commitments Of W.O.W. 

1. Be true to myself  
2. Be mindful of the financial consequences of my decisions   

3. Face my financial fears   
4. Learn to live within my means 

5. Borrow only to build a more secure future  
6. Create shared expectations around money with my family 

7. Make a plan and follow it 
8.  Live simply 

9.  Care for my community 
10. Persevere 
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W.O.W. We Can Change The World! 
“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed citizens can change the world.  

Indeed, it's the only thing that ever has.”  

 

- Margaret Mead 
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We’re Here For You! 
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info@wealthofwisdom.org 

www.wealthofwisdom.org 

603.686.7826 
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http://www.wealthofwisdom.org/

